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1. The EXPERIENCE of baptism in the Holy Spirit 
 

 

 Scripture talks about the baptism in (or of) the Holy Spirit. 
Matthew 3:11, Mark 1:8, Luke 3:6, John 1:33, Acts 1:5, 8 

 Jesus himself announces the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  
Acts 1:4-8.  

 120 disciples experienced it for the first time at Pentecost. 
Acts 2:1-21. 

 The promise is for us today.  
Acts 2:17, 39 

 Just as salvation in Christ Jesus is for all mankind, so the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit is for every child of God who wants 
to receive it. But each person must take hold of it for himself, 
individually. 

 Baptism in the Holy Spirit is not the same thing as salvation. 
 
A few verses: 

 Acts 19:2 “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you 
believed?”  We see in this account that it is possible to come 
to faith without having been baptised in the Holy Spirit. 

 Matthew 16:16 Peter confesses his faith in Jesus. However, it 
is only later (at Pentecost) that he is baptised in the Holy 
Spirit. 

 Acts 8:14-17 The inhabitants of Samaria had come to faith 
and even been baptised with water, but verse 16 explains 
that the Holy Spirit had not descended upon any of them. 

 
The activity of the Holy Spirit is demonstrated in the 
following Biblical accounts: 

 Grec “para” = with (near to) you: John 14:17 Indicates the 
convicting action of the Holy Spirit even before conversion.       
John 16:8 

 Grec “en” = in you: John 14:17 Indicates the activity of the 
Holy Spirit which communicates grace to us and causes us to be 
born again. 

 Grec “epi” = upon you: Acts 1:8 Indicates a clothing with power, a 
specific experience. See Acts 4:31 
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2. Need for, and objective of, baptism in the Holy Spirit 
 

 

If part of God’s plan for man included the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit, should we even ask ourselves if it is needful? In his 
great love for us, Jesus by his death and resurrection acquired 
every blessing – which includes the Holy Spirit – for us. Even 
Jesus himself needed the Holy Spirit. Luke 3:21-22 Salvation is 
not limited simply to the forgiveness of sins, but includes the 
creation and development of our new nature. We need the Spirit. 
Let us obey what Scripture says: “Be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 
Ephesians 5:18 

The objective of the baptism of the Holy Spirit is to clothe the 
Christian with power for Christian service. Acts 1:8 Do we need 
power? Without a doubt the response is YES, more than ever! Too 
many Christians struggle with weakness, spiritual fatigue, and 
lack of motivation and enthusiasm in their testimony and their 
service for the Lord. They lack zeal, that fire that the Lord wants 
to give us. For the kingdom of God is not in word, but in power.  
1 Corinthians 4:20 

In the Old Testament, the fire on the altar was not permitted 
ever to go out. The gospel should be preached with power and 
fire, or our words will have very little impact. Our hearts should 
burn within us. Luke 24:32 The house of God should resemble a 
burning altar, not a refrigerator! 

The first thing that John the Baptist said about Jesus was 
that he would baptise men with the Spirit and with fire. We are in 
desperate need of this fire for our own lives, that we may be 
empowered and invigorated by it.  Water (of baptism) and fire – 
what a contrast. And yet, both are needed. We can easily see the 
relationship between water baptism and the baptism of the Spirit 
in Luke 3:21-22, Acts 2:38, Acts 8:12-16, and Acts 19:5-6.  

Experiencing strong emotions, physical manifestations, or 
feeling something special are not unusual, but neither are these 
things the primary objective in receiving the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit. The primary objective is to be equipped with strength for 
Christian service, to be a witness and disciple of Jesus. 

Jesus himself needed this supernatural equipping, as did the 
apostles, so how much more do we need it, we who are living in 
the last days! We must be clothed with the Spirit to remain strong 
in a difficult world, and one which is often hostile to the Gospel. 
God fills us with the Holy Spirit so that we may be useful for his 
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Kingdom, bearing fruit that HE produces through us. 

When we are filled with his Spirit, we will have greater love 
for all men, and a real burden for those who do not yet know Jesus 
Christ. This is the fruit of true baptism in the Holy Spirit. 

To be baptised in the Holy Spirit is to experience the inner 
fullness that we so desperately long for. We can “taste” how good 
the Lord is! Psalms 34:8 He allows us to taste the firstfruits of the 
powers of the coming age. Hebrews 6:4-5 This binds us ever 
closer to Him and to our one true hope. 

 

3. Conditions for receiving the baptism of the Holy Spirit 
 

 

1) Receive salvation in Jesus Acts 2:38 and be a son 
(daughter) of God. Galatians 4:6 Personally take hold of what 
God has given us in Christ Jesus. 

2) Be thirsty John 7:37-39 Seeking the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit becomes a real priority. 

3) Pray Luke 11:13; Jesus asks, “What do you want me to do for 
you?” We must ask.  Jesus himself received the baptism of the 
Spirit while he was praying. Prayer prepares our heart. 

4) Have faith Hebrews 11:6 Prayer without faith is a lie. The 
prayer of faith gets what it asks for, counting on the promises of 
God; it begins by saying THANK YOU. (To believe is to give 
thanks.) 

5) Be submitted Acts 5:32; Obedience is synonymous with 
submission. The goal of baptism in the Holy Spirit is to walk in the 
Spirit and obey the Lord’s teachings. Ask yourself the question, 
“Am I entirely surrendered to the Lord?” 

6) Persevere Luke 24:49 “... until…” Acts 1:4, 14. Hebrews 6:9-
12. Faith AND perseverance are required. 

  
Note: Two activities are manifested in all spiritual revivals: 
confession of sin, and a desire to receive the Holy Spirit in power 
and fullness. Read James 5:16. 
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4. Can we pray to the Holy Spirit ? 

 
 

Two quotations: 

 “I pray to God, and I speak to the Trinity. Our God is triune. 
I cannot say “God” and exclude the Holy Spirit. Sometimes I 
cry out to the Holy Spirit… The paraclete is the one that I 
call upon to come to me, and I can say “Come, Holy Spirit.” 
But direct worship of the Holy Spirit, that is unknown.” 
Pastor R. Ulonska. 

 “I do not speak of praying to the Holy Spirit, but I speak with 
the Holy Spirit as with someone who is always with me.” 
Pastor W. Kniesel. 

 

5. Why speak in tongues? 

 
 

The Holy Spirit is a PERSON who loves to communicate with 
and through us. The idea is to give him free rein, so that He can 
act as he wishes. To be baptised by or in the Holy Spirit indicates 
an immersive experience. Jesus wants to “dunk” us in the 
presence of his Spirit in order to move powerfully within us, that 
our lives might “overflow” with rivers of living water. See John 
7:38 and John 4:14. Yes, God made us to be filled with his Spirit, 
and what is more, to overflow (with love, praise, joy, peace, 
boldness, strength…). 

“ Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks,” 
Matthew 12:34b. When the Lord fills us, our mouths cannot 
remain silent. Thus, when we speak in tongues, God gives us the 
capacity to express what we are not able to formulate in our own 
languages. It is the expression of the magnificent fullness that God 
gives us. Our own vocabulary is too limited. Let the Holy Spirit 
take over! What is more, we can express the wonders of God (Acts 
2:11) in a language in which we have not sinned. 

When we speak in tongues, the depths of our regenerate 
hearts can be expressed, the Holy Spirit intercedes for us with 
groanings too deep for words (Romans 8:26-27), and we 
experience within ourselves a deep sense of freedom. 

Surrendering our minds and tongues (the most difficult 
member to tame, see James 3:8) to God are proof of our desire 
to give ourselves entirely to him. This requires utter trust and 
complete submission to the Lord. Indeed, He is deserving of all 
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our trust because He will only give us that which is good, useful, 
and necessary, and never what is counterfeit (Luke 11:9-13). To 
give yourself up completely into the hands of our heavenly 
Father, our Good Shepherd, our Friend, is the expression of a 
faith which is pleasing to our God. 

Speaking in tongues is a spiritual practice. Our spirits 
communicate directly with the Spirit of God; our minds do not get 
involved (1 Corinthians 14:14). 

  

6. Speaking in tongues is a sign 

 
 

Question: Is it the only sign of baptism in the Holy Spirit? 
Answer: NO. It is not the only one, but it is the first and most 
frequent one.  

 Acts 2:4 They were all filled…and began to speak in other 
tongues.  

 Acts 10:45-46 For they were hearing them speaking in 
tongues and extolling God.  

 Acts 19:6-7 They began speaking in tongues and prophesying. 
 

7. Speaking in tongues in 1 Corinthians 14 

 
 

 Verse 2: They speak to God / they declare the wonders of 
God : Acts 2:11 / utters mysteries (things hidden from our 
understanding) 1 Cor 14:2 

 Verse 4: They edify themselves (ikodomeo = build, 
construct, put back in order). ( And who doesn’t need that?) 
Therefore, let us speak in tongues a great deal during our 
own private devotional time with God. 

 Verse 5: Paul would have us ALL speak in tongues. Acts 2:4 
« …and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit. » 

 Verse 39: Do not forbid speaking in tongues. Read the 
whole chapter concerning the instructions relative to the life 
of the church. Thus, he who is baptised in the Spirit should 
speak in tongues, but should not be satisfied with that alone. 
It is the first gift we receive, and there are others. However, it 
is the only gift which is for us, for ourselves. The other gifts 
are for the good of the body. Let us eagerly desire the gifts, 
seeking them with our whole hearts and faithfully putting 
them into practice (1 Cor 14:1). They go hand in hand with 
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the fruits of the Spirit, the expression of the character of 
Christ in us (Galatians 5) and of a transformed heart. 

 

8. Practical help for receiving the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit 
 

 

1) You meet the conditions listed above. 

2) Do not object, “But surely I don’t deserve it. I am not good 

enough or holy enough.” We do not receive anything because of 

our goodness; everything is grace! 

3) Pray: “Lord, fill me with your Spirit.” God will answer this 

prayer and he will begin to act inside of you. Desire him to baptise 

you in a powerful way. 

4) When you feel his presence (the Holy Spirit is also a power that 

we can feel: Acts 1:8) then proceed to speak in tongues. 

5) Let the words and syllables that God puts in your mouth come 

out. YOU must be the one to speak. Go ahead! Stop speaking in 

your mother tongue (we cannot speak two languages at one time). 

6) Stop doubting! (“You copied that from someone, you are 

making it up yourself, it’s just uncontrolled babbling…” Faith says 

“It is the language of God.” (Out of 5000 earthly languages, plus 

those of the angels, God can give you any one of these.)  

7) Focus on Jesus (and not on tongues); worship him! 

8) Persevere. 

9) You can stop speaking in tongues when you wish. 

 

 
9. Advice for those who have been seeking the baptism of 
the Holy Spirit for a long time 
 

 

You are disappointed in yourself and you go away frustrated every 
time someone prays with you to receive the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit. This frustration puts you under pressure and makes you 
tense. You feel undeserving. When others speak or sing in 
tongues, you feel disappointed and left out. You feel sad or 
fearful. Because of past disappointments, you may also feel 
unbelief entering your heart. The blockage is most likely being 
caused by your own reasoning. 
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10. How to get past a blockage? 

 
 You must trust again. God is not angry with you and you are not 

a second-rate Christian. Let the love of God return to your 
heart, and relax. 

 He loves you and wants to fill you today. Stay thirsty. 

 Stop asking yourself how it will happen. 

 Take a step of faith and praise the Lord while trusting that God 
will give you what you have been asking for for so long. Let go of 
control the way a swimmer surrenders himself to the water. 

 Do not focus on the feelings; it is your trust – your faith – that 
counts. Be like a child; your Father will NOT give you something 
bad. He will give you this gift by grace, simply because he loves 
you. 

 Reject the voice of the devil who will come to sow seeds of doubt 
and try to prevent you from receiving this gift. Rebuke him! 

 
 

 

THE PROMISE IS FOR YOU! 


